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TRAPOUN RAPS^ 
MAYOR OVER CRIME 

Claims Officials Lax on 
Fighting Underworld 

i The chairman of the May- 
or’s Advisory Committee on 
) Crime and Delinquency has crit- 
icized Mayor Victor H. Schiro 
and District Attorney Jim Gar- 
risen for failing to come to 
j grips with organized crime, 
j Ivor A. TrapoUn, whose 
* committee issued a '‘Report ! 

on Organized Crime” last 
' April 17, said that support for 
the conclusions of that report 
has come from the federal 
and state levels of govern- 
ment, but Mayor Schiro says 
there is no organized crime in 
j New Orleans. 

Calling for citizens to de- 
mand action, Trapolin issued a 
call for a public investigation by * 
the City Council into the prob- 
lem. 

In a lengthy statement to 
Schiro, the Orleans Parish 
, Grand Jury, and to members of 
the advisory committee, Trapo- ' 
lb said: 

‘GREAT SIGNIFICANCE' 

“It should be of great signif- 
icance to each member of our 
committee that . . . not one per- 
^ son has pointed to one specific 
word, Ibe or paragraph in our 
‘ report with which they disagree. 
Meanwhile, as far as I know, 
not one of our recommendations! 
... has been put into effect.” 

The report acknowledged | 
the existence of organized crime I 
3 b New Orleans and asserted it 
j was raakbg inroads into the 
tourist business m New Orleans. I 
He said that foUowing his . 
appearance before the grand 
j jury James Alcock, head oif 

r Coni, m Sec. 1, Page 2, Col. 4 


TRAPOLIN 


Continued from Page 1 
Garrison’s organized crime 
unit (“especially assigned aft- 
er the release of our report”), 
stated that “he doubted that 
the investigation would reach 
I the proportions of the 1967 or- 
ganized crime probe. In other 
words, he expected little ac- 
tion to be taken either by his 
office or by the Orleans Par- : 
ish Grand Jury.” j 

Trapolb said that because I 
of Alcock’s comments and those' 
of the mayor, “I feel an obllga-l 
tion to convey to you the infor- 
mation that I gave to the Dis-I 
trict Attorney's office and the 
New Orleans police department 

... j 

He said that evidence was 
given to the DA “as to how the 
pmbaU payoff business operates. 
An agent from a pinball con- 
cern removes the money period- 
ically from the machine, the I 
tavern or bar operator is repaid' 
when he has paid off and the’ 
proceeds are then divided be- 
tween the tavern or bar opera- 
tor and the pinball company. 
Profits on these gamblmg ma- 
chines are so great that many 
bar and tavern owners make 
more money on their pinball 
machmes than in the entire bar 
or restaurant operation.” 

AEKDinONAL LAWS I 
Trapolb asserted: “These! 
machbes are in effect the same 
as slot machines which have 
been outlawed b this state. If 
there is some technicality with 
the laws that permit certab 
companies to cbcumvent the 
gamblbg laws of this city and 
state, this loophole should be 
corrected with additional legish 
lation.” 

He said he presented to the 
DA and the New Orleans police 
“evidence as to the areas of le- 
gal and illegal activity of the 
Cosa Nostra . . . areas where 
legal action is necessary, where 
it has been lacking.” 

In the area of loan shark- j 
bg, Trapolb said: 

“The DA’s office has been 
informed of the volumes upon 
volumes of bformation availa- 
ble to them on the LL&Ti 
(Louisiana Loan & Thrift 
Corp.), Orleans Parish opera- 
tion. These details are b the 


possession of the Louisiana Leg- 
islative Committee. It was re- 
ported by an assistant U.S. at- 
torney on April 9, 1969, that 
Louisiana laws were violated b 
many of the LL&T local trans- 
actions, but no legal action has 
been taken except by the U.S. 
attorney’s office. Many local 
pinball operators were bvolved 
b the LL&T case... 

“The DA’s office was b- 
formed that there is ‘prosecut- 
able evidence’ b the LL&T 
case. As of this date it ap- 
pears that no action has been 
taken by the DA’s office.” 
Supportbg criticism leveled 
Thursday by Aaron M. Kohn of 
the Metropolitan Crime Com- 
mission about the present way 
in which the grand jury probes 
organized crime, Trapolin said: 
“The grand jury has as its 
legal advisors the same bdivid- 
uals who have contended for 
years that organized crime 
doesn’t exist b New Orleans. It 
has already been stated by Mr. 
Alcock that nothbg much could 
be expected from our present 
grand jury. This is probably 
true unless different legal advis- 
ors are obtained by the Orleans 
Parish Grand Jury.” 

He then suggested that the ; 
City Council conduct an bvesti- 
gation into organized crime 

PUBUC PROBES 
He said the council has the 
authority “. . , to conduct public 
bvestigations with the ri^t to 
subpoena, the right to adminis- 
ter oaths and take testimony.” 

He said that such a hearing 
'“Possibly . . . should be con- 
ducted for the public to know 
why the U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment considers our city as a 
priority area for a strike f<M-ce 
to be used against organized 
crime. But more important, 
such a hearing would expose 
those who have cooperated with 
La Cosa Nostra in the past and 
have present connections with 
the organized crime syndicate. 

The purpose of such a hearbg 
would be to determine if addi- 
tional city laws are needed to 
oppose this crime syndicate. 

“There are violations of 
many city laws b connection! 
with organized crime operations! 
here in the city. The city attor- ' 
ney can prosecute in Municipal i 
Court such violators, even if! 
state prosecutors fail to do so,” 


